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Jason Phelps: Partner 

Jason is Head of the Competition and Procurement team.  

Jason works with both public and private sector clients, specialising in EU public 
procurement, competition, merger control, state aid law, and major projects, 

joint ventures and developments.  

Topic: 

The Procurement Tightrope: The Public Contracts Regulations 2015 reviewed and explained. 

The Public Contracts Regulations 2015, which apply to all tendering exercises carried out by the public 
sector from 26 February 2015, fundamentally change the EU public procurement rules. It is crucial for the 
public sector to understand the changes brought about by the Public Contracts Regulations 2015.  
 
This seminar will provide an overview of the changes that came into force on 26 February 2015 and 
consider the practical implications for your organisation. We will also review how the new rules have 
operated in the first few months since they were introduced. 
 

 Overview of the EU public procurement rules, highlighting changes made by the Public Contracts 
Regulations 2015  

 New procurement procedures, including more possibilities to negotiate with the private sector  

 The introduction of innovation partnerships  

 New rules relating to the ability to modify and vary contracts during their term  

 Significant reforms to encourage greater SME participation in public sector tendering exercises  

 New rules giving suppliers more rights to challenge and force the public sector to be more 
transparent during procurements  

 Greater advertising of opportunities, including on Contracts Finder  

 The introduction of a light touch regime for health and social services procurements  

 New grounds for exclusion of tenderers, including for poor prior performance  

 New rules relating to the prompt payment of suppliers for work undertaken for the public sector  

 How the new Regulations have worked in practice over the first few months  

 

 

 

 

 

 


